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TRYON PALACE TO PARTNER WITH CAROLINIAN SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

Auditions for “Othello” Scheduled for March

New Bern, NC:  Producers of the Carolinian Shakespeare Festival will announce this month their new partnering with the Tryon Palace to present this summer’s festival at the North Carolina History Center in New Bern.  As Presenting Sponsor, Tryon Palace will host the festival’s production of “Othello” and other festival events at it’s new, state-of-the-art facility Cullman Performance Hall.


Artistic Director Mary McGinley is excited:  “I was thrilled when Kay Williams, the director at Tryon Palace, extended this invitation.  From the founding of this festival back in 1998 it has always been my dream to find a way to work with Tryon Palace.  We have such similar goals of culture, education and development of visitor interest in New Bern.  This seems like a perfect pairing.”


“The North Carolina History Center is the new jewel in the crown of Tryon Palace’s complex of gardens and buildings.” McGinley continued, “Kay took me on a tour of the center last fall, and I was very impressed.  I envisioned our audience members having a wonderful experience there, with it’s spacious foyer, interesting displays, and waterfront café. The Cullman Performance Hall is so comfortable for the audience and yet so intimate with great sight-lines!  I really am looking forward to working there!  And I think Shakespeare’s Othello will be a powerful play to present in that space.” 


CSF is planning to present “Othello” in August of 2011 from 8/4/11 to 8/22/11. The festival will include our continuation of our History Series with a reading of “Henry IV Part 1,” and other Fringe events.  Our educational events will also include our Young Company training program for high school and college students, who will receive free acting and Shakespeare training from our professional artists and will participate in performances in the festival.  

CSF will be holding local auditions for the festival on March 18th and 19th.  CSF is seeking adult actors and actresses of all types and ages.  All parts are open.  Auditioners are asked to prepare a 2-minute speech, Shakespeare preferred, and bring their performance resume with a recent photo attached.  Those attending who are unprepared will be given something to read from the script.  Students wishing to apply for the free Young Company training program should come to these auditions. CSF encourages minorities and people of diverse ethnicities to attend these auditions.  The time and location of auditions will be announced shortly; please check CSF’s website for updates: www.csfest.net.


The Carolinian Shakespeare Festival is produced by New Millennium Theatre Works, Inc. a professional, non-profit organization dedicated to enriching the lives of the New Bern community through the development of the arts and culture. The Carolinian Shakespeare Festival is supported by the North Carolina Arts Council, an agency funded by the State of North Carolina and the National Endowment for the Arts and by the Harold. H. Bate Foundation. More information can be found at: www.csfest.net or by calling 252-349-0151.

# # # # #

CSF Director Mary McGinley is available for interview by calling 732-690-5948.
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